Congenital hydrocephalus secondary to prenatal intracranial haemorrhage.
A high incidence of intracranial haemorrhage in utero of uncertain aetiology has been previously identified as an important cause of stillbirth in infants of immigrant Pacific Islanders in New Zealand. Congenital hydrocephalus is now described as a consequence of intracranial haemorrhage in 2 stillborn Pacific Islander infants. A large intracerebral haemorrhage, hydrocephalus and hydrops in one infant was first recognized prenatally by ultrasonography and caused intrauterine death at 26 weeks' gestation. Severe hydrocephalus in the other infant was first identified just before labour at term but the pathological findings were of old intraventricular haemorrhage with narrowing of the aqueduct of Sylvius as a reaction to the haemorrhage. Prior intracranial haemorrhage may be the cause of an increased incidence of hydrocephalus in Pacific Islander stillbirths and of some otherwise unexplained cases of congenital hydrocephalus in other races.